I want you to meet a remarkable Native American elder while he is still with us in his 85th year, a storyteller, a philosopher, a poet and a teacher, one of our last links to the wisdom of the old ways of the people of North America, linking us to a vision of a possible life: a society that is healthier and more human.

He is called Manitonquat, or Medicine Story, and he is already known and loved by thousands of devoted attendees to his talks, workshops and camps in 12 countries, and to readers of his 10 published books.  His vision is one that touches the hearts of all who hear or read about it, a light of needed hope in the dark desperate tunnel of the 21st century.

Manitonquat’s latest book is called Have You Lost Your Tribe? and is about the movements for a more humane and environmentally conscious society that have resulted in the development of eco-villages and transition towns.  For over 40 years he has helped to create and support conscious communities and this book describes a history from the utopian societies of the 19th century through the communes of the 60s, the return of Native American communities to traditional values and the stories of several ecovillages and the Global Ecovillage Network in which he is intimately involved now.

His next book will be published first in Italian and introduced in Bologna in May of this year, and that is a story in itself.  Elena Balsamo, a pediatrian of that city, herself an author of several popular books on child care, had a vision of a community of parents who raise their children together in the manner of the tribal villages of the past, a vision inspired by the Lakota traditions.  She read Manitonquat’s book Return to Creation and was excited by his chapter on “Joyous Childraising” telling of his experiences with his own Wampanoag and other native communities, and asked him to conduct one of his family workshops for the families that were following her vision.  At the end of the workshop her publisher asked him if he could write a book about that work and said they would publish it.

The book took over two years to complete while the author was still teaching workshops and leading family camps.  He did a lot of research in current writings on the subject, not wanting to merely repeat information that was readily available but to add something totally new to the literature.   The new book The Joy of Caring for Children in the Circle Way is the result.  The subtitle indicates some of its unique approach: “It Takes a Child to Raise a Village,” with a final chapter about the child-centered communities of Elena Balsamo’s vision, and another chapter about “Parent Liberation” as a further step in that direction.

Manitonquat is an inspiring speaker and a sparkling interview subject, bringing a welcome and practical plan for the creation of a peaceful and just world which, unknown to most people is quietly already under way.

Manitonquat (Medicine Story): a storyteller, an elder and a keeper of the lore of the Assonet Band of the Wampanoag Nation of Massachusetts.  Author of ten published books and a former columnist and poetry editor with the internationally acclaimed journal Akwesasne Notes, he has also edited Heritage, a journal of Native American liberation.  Director of Mettanokit Prison Outreach and advisor to The Nature School Foundation.  He continues to develop tools for creating a more humane society based upon teachings of the elders of the First Nations and the explorations of his camps under the designation The Circle Way.  They have a website at http//circleway.org

Manitonquat has spoken to peace conferences and groups on 3 continents, was the keynote speaker at the United Nations observance of the 50th anniversary of Gandhi’s assassination, directs prison programs for native spirituality, advises a nature school, and, with his wife Ellika, Circle Way workshops and annual international family camps in 10 European countries and the US.

Comments about Manitonquat from gkesedtanamoogk, Wampanoag elder and

teacher of Native Studies at the University of Maine:

The work that you have been engaged with over the many years---raising

Communities in centered humanity---spirituality---is really at the Heart of

the Sacred and the greater promise for the future.…maintaining a People’s History is both a fine art and an evocative response to the incoherence, tyranny, and cynicism of modernity.”

“Manitonquat is one of the Wampanoag Nation’s leading national treasures.”
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